
Thursday September 4  
18:00 - 20:00 
Reception at The Ladies School, 2nd floor at Parliament Hotel 
Welcoming words  
R. Ravindra, Ambassador of India to Iceland  

Opening address  
Þorgerður Katrín Gunnarsdóttir, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Iceland 
Shri Kirti Vardhan Singh, Minister of State for External Affairs and Minister of State for Environment, Forest & 
Climate Change, India

India-Nordic Relations: Tackling Challenges and Unlocking Opportunities  
Silja Bára Ómarsdóttir, Rector of the University of Iceland  
Pramit Pal Chaudhuri, India Practice Head, Eurasia Group  

 
Friday September 5  
09:10 - 09:50 
Inaugural Session  
Welcoming words  
Guðni Th. Jóhannesson, President of Iceland 2016-2024, Professor of History and Chairman of the Board of The 
Institute of International Affairs at the University of Iceland 

Opening addresses and conversation with 
Shri Kirti Vardhan Singh, Minister of State for Environment, Forest & Climate Change and Minister of State for 
External Affairs 
Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson, President of Iceland 1996-2016 and Chairman of Arctic Circle  
Moderated by Pia Hansson, Director of the Institute of International Affairs at the University of Iceland 

09:50 – 10:30 
Fireside chat with R. Mukundan, Managing Director and CEO of Tata Chemicals, President–Designate CII  
for FY 2025-26
Moderator: Ólafur Stephensen, Secretary General at the Icelandic Federation of Trade 

10:30 - 11:45 
Power, Policy and Peace: India-Nordic Collaboration amidst Global Security Challenges 
Martin Eyjólfsson, Permanent Secretary of State 
Jakob Hallgren, Director of the Swedish Institute of International Affairs 
Kari Osland, Director of the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs 
Pooja Kapur, Additional Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs and Former Ambassador to Denmark 
Teivo Teivainen, Professor of World Politics at University of Helsinki and Chair of Finland’s National UNESCO 
Commission 
Moderator: Indrani Bagchi, Chief Executive Officer, Ananta Centre 

As the global security landscape evolves, strategic partnerships are essential for maintaining stability and fostering cooperation. 
This session will explore the growing collaboration between India and the Nordic region in addressing shared security challenges.
Key discussions will include the politics of the Arctic and its implications for India-Nordic relations, the role of Nordic-India trade 
as a means of economic and security resilience, and a comparative analysis of immediate security challenges in the Nordic and 
Indo-Pacific regions. By examining key security trends the dialogue aims to identify pathways for deeper engagement, strategic 
alignment, and mutual growth in an increasingly complex world order. 

11:45 - 12:00  Coffee Break 
12:00 - 12:40 

Reverse Panel  
Blue Horizons: Advancing Maritime Security and Sustainable Ocean Economies 
Vice Admiral Sanjay Singh (Retd.), Formerly Flag Officer Commanding in Chief Western Naval Command 
Árni M. Mathiesen, Senior Advisor at the Iceland Ocean Cluster, Former Assistant Director-General of FAO and 
Former Minister of Fisheries of Iceland
Moderator: Maria Elizabeth Joseph, Assistant Director, Ananta Centre 

This session will explore collaboration on maritime safety and security, focusing on the North Atlantic and Indian Ocean regions. 
It will examine strategies for ensuring safe navigation and trade routes while fostering India-Nordic cooperation in sustainable 
ocean-based industries, including shipping, seafood, and ocean tourism. The discussion will cover knowledge-sharing on deep-
sea transportation, fisheries management, and advancements in cold-chain logistics. Additionally, the sessions will highlight the 
importance of safeguarding critical resources such as fisheries and deep-sea mining. 

12:40 - 13:30 
Breakout session – Nordic India Dialogue: The Way Forward 
Objective: The aim of the session is to identify possible themes, participants, procedures and funding sources for 
a working group, which will meet in between NID iterations with a mandate to produce actionable and research-
based proposals to strengthen dimensions of India–Nordic cooperation.
Moderator: Henrik Chetan Aspengren, Acting Head of the Asia Programme at the Swedish Institute of International Affairs

13:30 - 14:30  Lunch  
14:35 - 16:10 
India-Nordic Collaboration: Shaping the Future of Tech, Innovation & Investment 
Fabian De Geer, Geopolitical Analysis Manager at Ericsson
Minna Aila, Executive Vice President of Konecranes 
Joseph McClellan, Chief Scientific and Technical Officer, Alvotech
R. Ravindra, India’s Ambassador to Reykjavik, Iceland  
Thomas Sehested, Head of Project, Danish Indian Chamber of Commerce 
Torkel Thorsen, Senior Advisor, Confederation of Norwegian Enterprise (NHO) 
Vinayak Dalmia, Managing Director, 3rdiTech

Moderator: Pramit Pal Chaudhuri, India Practice Head, Eurasia Group

The India-Nordic partnership is a dynamic force shaping the future of technology, innovation, and investment through shared 
commitments to sustainability, digital transformation, and economic growth. This session will explore investment opportunities in 
India in key sectors such as, biotech, geo-intelligence, space infrastructure, AI, fintech, and digital trade. Additionally, the session 
will address regulatory frameworks and trade agreements to enhance India-Nordic investment and innovation ties. 

16:10 - 16:30  Coffee Break  
16:30 - 18.00 
Planetary Resilience: The Arctic and Global Sustainability  
Emma Hakala, Leading Researcher, Finnish Institute of International Affairs 
Patrik Andersson, Swedish National China Centre, Swedish Institute of International Affairs 
Sulagna Chattopadhyay, President SaGAA, Secretary General LIGHTS and Editor in Chief at Geography and You 
Haukur Þór Haraldsson, Head of Business Development at Verkís 
Moderator: Freydís Vigfúsdóttir, Head of Division Department of Climate and Nature, Ministry of the Environment, 
Energy and Climate

This session will explore Nordic-Indian collaboration in leveraging India’s scale and demand alongside Nordic expertise in 
cleantech to support the development of a low-carbon economy. It will highlight India’s renewable energy potential, focusing on 
strategic investment and expertise. While significant opportunities exist, the session will address the challenges in renewable 
energy investment. Key focus areas in this discussion include geothermal energy and Arctic research collaboration. 

18:00 - 18:10 
Closing Remarks Pia Hansson, Director of the Institute of International Affairs, University of Iceland  
and Indrani Bagchi, Chief Executive Officer, Ananta Centre 

19:00 - 21:00  Dinner
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